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Food, Coats and Supplies for 
Seniors are on the calendar for 
community service this month. 
 

September 8 was our annual National Day of 
Service Food Drive. We collected at both Kroger 
stores in Blacksburg with much success. The Food 
Drive continues the week of September 8 to 14 at 
the same locations.  

We will be collecting at the Ruritan Fish Fry 
on September 14 and as in the past you can bring 
food to the monthly AARP meeting on September 
17.  Food collected is being donated to the 
Interfaith Food Pantry in Blacksburg and the 
MCEAP Food Bank in Christiansburg.  Please help 
in this worthwhile drive. 

We are also collecting coats this fall. During 
the month of September the Community 
Service Committee will be collecting gently used 
coats, especially looking for children's coats. 
Contact Sally Anna Stapleton 540-250-3908 for 
pick-up and drop-off. 

The annual "Supplies for Seniors" drive is in 
it's sixth year. Sponsored by RSVP and supported 
by AARP, this collection provides  basic household 
and personal care items to over 220 homebound 
seniors. Look for collection sites in the community 
centers, libraries and at RSVP. A Walk-A-Thon is 
being held at the Christiansburg Community 
Center on October 24 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. to 
raise funds for this worthwhile project. Come out, 
get some exercise, and do a good work of 
community service. Sponsor sheets can be 
obtained from RSVP. 

Sally Anna Stapleton 
Community Service Committee 

 

AARP Virginia  
2014 policy priorities 
 

1.  EXPANSION OF MEDICAID 

The 2013 General Assembly passed 
legislation that would expand Medicaid to 
approximately 400,000 additional individuals, 
including 62,000 50-64 year olds, once specific 
reforms are put into place.  AARP Virginia will 
monitor the work of the Virginia Medicaid 
Innovation and Reform Commission to assure 
that expansion takes place without delay. 

 

2.  FINANCIAL EXPLOITATION OF THE ELDERLY 

Thousands of older Virginians are exploited -- 
often by persons in a position of trust -- for their 
money and other financial assets.  The victim may 

be reluctant to pursue criminal charges, but 
should be able to recover financial losses through 
the civil legal system.  AARP Virginia supports 
stronger civil remedies to enable more victimized 
Virginians to recover from their exploiter. 

 

3.  PREDATORY OPEN-ENDED LOANS 
Open-ended consumer loans do not have to 

be paid back within a certain period of time.  In 
Virginia, lenders of "open-ended" loans are 
allowed to charge interest rates as high as 
300%.  Frequently, these lenders target older and 
vulnerable people with financial issues that make 
it difficult for the borrower to pay back the loan 
and thus remain in a cycle of debt.  AARP Virginia 
supports the Virginia Partnership to Encourage 
Responsible Lending efforts to stop open-ended 
loans. 

 

4.  HOME AND COMMUNITY BASED SERVICES 
Currently, long-term care services and 

funding in Virginia are heavily focused on nursing 
homes and other institutional care facilities.  By 
expanding access to home and community based 
services, Virginia would enable more people to be 
served in their setting of choice, such as their 
home, and potentially save money by paying for 
less institutional care.  AARP Virginia supports 
reforms to the long-term care system that allow 
individuals to remain in their home or home-like 
settings. 

 

5.  HOUSING DISCRIMINATION 
Virginia must support efforts by lower-

income families to move into areas of 
opportunity.  Landlords often block their moves 
by refusing to accept their payment, whether it is 
Social Security benefits, a Section 8 voucher or 
other funding intended to help struggling 
families.  AARP Virginia supports legislation that 
will make it illegal to refuse housing applications 
from people who pay with non-traditional funds. 

 

6.  ELECTRIC UTILITIES 

Electric companies are beginning to install a 
new type of meter called a "smart meter."  A smart 
meter is a new technology that enables utility 
companies to offer pricing plans which typically 
charge higher rates for electricity used during 
peak usage times, which are often designated as 1-
7 p.m. and during the summer.   Time of use rate 
plans could make electricity less affordable for 
older people and others who do not have the 
flexibility to shift their energy usage to off-peak 
hours.  AARP Virginia supports strong consumer 
protections for usage of smart meter technology. 

Continued on page 5 





102'#0//0*!<@!/-0!AABC!"#$%&'()*+!,-$./0*!D5E78!!!!!C$+0!E!

!
AARP Chapter 2613 
Board of Directors 
September 3, 2013 

Board Minutes 
Call to Order--President Tom Alston called the 
meeting to order at 10:00. 
Officers Present: President Tom Alston, Vice President 
Leslye Bloom, Secretary Virgil Cook 
Board Members: Don Creamer, John Hillison, Jim 
Montgomery, June Schmidt, Sally Anna Stapleton 
Non-Board-Members, Committee Chairs and 
Appointees: Doris Abraham, R.  B.  “Ben” Crawford, 
Margaret Kates, Carl McDaniels, Edd Sewell 
Adoption of Agenda—The agenda was approved.   
Approval of June Minutes--Don Creamer moved 
that the minutes for the June meeting be approved.  
The motion passed.   
New business 
October Meeting and Future Programs--Our 
custom has been to have a political forum at the 
October general meeting.   The board agreed to invite 
candidates from  both  the twelfth and the seventh 
districts for the October 15 chapter meeting.  Jim  
Montgomery moved to change the October 15 program 
to a political forum.  The motion passed.   
     The September program will feature a speaker from 
the Funeral Alliance, and the November program will 
be devoted to home modification to enable people to 
stay in their homes longer.  The holiday luncheon is 
scheduled for December 10 at the new facility at Warm 
hearth village.  The cost will be $17 per person.   
Annual Chapter Awards--According to the  
Richmond office, there will be no more outstanding-
chapter awards.   Neither will there be any new 
chapters.  There will be a Virginia Service Award, a 
Virginia Education Award, and a Virginia Advocacy 
Award.  The Ethel Percy Andrus awards will continue.  
John Hillison and Jim Montgomery will  prepare the 
nominations for the three chapter awards for advocacy, 
service and education; and Ben Crawford and Carl 
McDaniels will prepare the nomination for the Andrus 
award.   
Membership—Tom Alston reported that there has 
been little change from the previous report.  A couple 
of new members have been added, and several old 
members who still had not renewed their membership 
did so.   
Legislation--Ben Crawford.  On the national level, 
AARP is primarily interested in Social Security and 
Medicare.  On the state level, AARP has seven 
priorities: (1) expanding Medicaid, (2) reducing 
financial exploitation of the elderly, (3) reducing 
predatory lending, (4) emphasizing home and  
community-based  services as opposed to care in 
nursing  homes, (5) reducing housing discrimination, 
(6) regulating electric utilities, and (7) making sure 
that budget cuts do not affect vulnerable Virginians.   
On the national level, We've Earned a Say has not died.  
The purpose of We’ve Earned a Say is to obtain grass-

root support for issues.  One technique is to ask 
candidates how they would vote on particular issues.  
The popularity of the voter guide is waning.   Some 
candidates refuse to be listed.   
Community Service—Sally Anna Stapleton.  Sally 
Anna reported  that 55 pounds of food have been 
collected at chapter meetings so far this year.   She is 
conducting a drive at Kroger stores in Blacksburg on 
Sunday, September 8 between 11:00 a.m. and 4:00 
p.m.  A Tech sorority will supply personnel.  Food will 
also be collected at the Ruritan fish fry on September 
14.  People can always bring donations to our regular 
chapter meetings on the third Tuesday of each month.   
     Sally Anna is also sponsoring a coat drive.  She 
mainly wants children's coats, but other coats will be 
welcome.  The drive will run through October.   
Committee Reviews--John Hillison.   John would 
like to meet before the next board meeting to review 
the functions of each committee.   He would like for the 
chairs to attend as resource people.  He encourages 
chapter members to attend.  Board members should 
also attend this meeting.  He will invite Brian Jacks, 
the AARP representative for western Virginia, to the 
retreat and the meeting.   
     The nominating committee, which consists of the 
outgoing board members, will present three nominees 
for the board as well as nominees for the four officers 
at the October, chapter meeting.  The chapter will vote 
at the November meeting, and the new board will be 
installed at the Holiday luncheon.   
Chapter Web site--Don Creamer reported that the 
Web site, blacksburgaarp.org,  is fully functioning.  
There are several important links on the page, 
including a link to the Affordable Care Act.   The site is 
especially good for people who  do not know the 
chapter.   
Caring and Tech Retiree Luncheon—Margaret 
Kates.  Margaret has sent out two sympathy cards.  The 
Virginia Tech Retiree fall luncheon will take place on 
October 10 at 11:30 at the Inn at Virginia Tech.  Charles 
Steger will speak.  There will be a tour of the new 
Blacksburg High School on October 24 at 10:00 a.m.  
On Thursday, November 21 at 10:00, there will be a 
tour of the Fine Arts Center at Virginia Tech.  For 
reservations, call Sandy Birch at 230-8823 or 
birch@vt.edu.   
Treasurer's Report—The highlight was the $669 
earned at the auction during the picnic.  John Hillison 
moved that the report be received.  The motion passed.   
AARP Virginia--Ben Crawford.  Proposed that we 
should at some point send a letter to the national 
president expressing our pleasure or displeasure over 
the resources available to chapters.   
Adjournment--The meeting was adjourned at 11:52.    
   Virgil A. Cook, Secretary 
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Put September 17 on your calendar – First fall chapter meeting 

 
Tuesday, September 17 will be the first meeting of this fall. Bag lunch 
begins at 11:30 a.m. followed by the program at noon. This month’s 
program is on the topic of ‘end of life’ issues with Jim Montgomery, 
local attorney, and Cosby Houston, Funeral Alliance. We meet at the 
Blacksburg Community Center on Patrick Henry Drive.  
 
Visit the new Blacksburg AARP website at www.blacksburgaarp.org 
and let Don Creamer know what you think of it! 


